
John, the beloved disciple, could capture large 

concepts using a few words. For instance when 

he wrote, “God is love” he brought together 

many of God’s characteristics such as His mer‐

cy, patience, generosity and kindness. The Bi‐

ble, from beginning to end, overflows with love.  

Genesis records that God created humans be‐

cause of his love. The Psalms resound with 

praise to the God of mercy: “Give thanks to the 

Lord for His mercy endures forever”. The 

prophets spoke of his love: “I have engraved 

you on the palm of my hand”. In the gospels, 

the extravagant love of Christ was displayed on the cross. Paul reaches a rhetorical mountaintop when he 

described God’s love as wide, and long and high and deep – “a love that surpasses knowledge.” (Eph.3. 

18,19.) 

Just as God has loved us unstintingly, so we also should love others without reserve. Jesus emphasized this 

in the tale of the Good Samaritan. He modelled it when He picked up a water ba‐

sin, donned a towel and washed the disciples’ feet. 1 Corinthians 13 sings of God’s 

love as a love that is patient, kind, bears no grudges and never fails.  

How different is this love from today’s understanding that love is all about feeling 

and romance! Biblical love is a matter of the will. It has feet. It is concrete. James 

vividly described true religion as looking after the widow and the orphan. In Matthew 26, Jesus has these 

haunting words; “Inasmuch as you have done it [fed the hungry, gave water to the thirsty, clothed the na‐

ked and cared for the sick] you have done it to me.”  

This love of neighbour is the motivation behind the work of EHA.  Read in this newsletter about how this 

is being done. We feature Dr. Philip Finny and his wife Leejia, who were recently honoured by their alma 

mater, Christian Medical College, Vellore. Find out why, after several years of training, they spend their 

years serving the poor. We also update you on some of the projects supported through your gifts. India 

has many glaring needs. The EHA Canada Board sifts through competing demands and apportions funds. 

As you read, do pray and consider giving.  
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    Loving God and Loving People 

Love never fails,         

is patient, kind,    

bears no grudges. 



       If you would like to donate:  

• Give Online through CanadaHelps.  

• Give by Direct Deposit. (Links and forms available on 

www.ehacanada.org/give 

  

• Give by Mail: Send a cheque to: 
EHA Canada 

8‐115 Meadows Blvd.  

The College Motto 

Award 2016 was present‐

ed to Drs. Philip Finny 

and his wife, Leejia. On 

graduating, Philip began 

his career by working in 

Makunda, an EHA Hos‐

pital in the North Eastern 

state of Assam. In 1999, 

he married Leejia who 

shared his passion to 

serve the poor. After 

completing a degree in 

Internal Medicine, Philip 

further specialized in En‐

docrinology and Leejia 

trained in Anaesthesia. 

Leaving the attractions of 

academic life, lucrative 

careers and the amenities 

of urban practice, they 

chose to serve the poor in 

EHA’s Duncan Hospital 

in the remote border 

town of Raxaul.  

In Philip’s own 

words, “My great‐

est desire has 

been to nurture 

and mentor medi‐

cal students and 

young doctors. Pouring 

out our lives to build oth‐

ers professionally and 

spiritually has brought 

me immense satisfac‐

tion.”  While his main 

task is the care of the 

sick, Philip’s activities 

include teaching in the 

20 EHA hospitals, train‐

ing Indian and Nepalese 

students in medical mis‐

sion, conducting re‐

search, seeking to influ‐

ence public policy and 

working to improve la‐

boratory standards with‐

in the EHA network 

Leejia is the only anaes‐

thesiologist in this hospi‐

tal with about 6,500 de‐

liveries a year. Leejia 

trains nurse anaesthetists 

and family medicine doc‐

tors and is establishing a 

Palliative Care Service in 

Raxaul.  

Philip and Leejia’s lives 

are a tribute to Ida Scud‐

der’s vision and the Col‐

lege motto, “Not to be 

ministered unto but to 

minister”. We are hon‐

oured that they are part 

of the EHA family. 

 

News from           
South Sudan 

 

Dr. Dwight and Jan Loback spent 
three weeks in Africa on a teach‐
ing mission. Dwight is Vice Presi‐
dent of the EHA Canada Board 
and he and Jan have been faithful 
supporters of EHA since its in‐
ception. They were part of a Ca‐
nadian EMAS team to the Nation‐
al Institute of Health Sciences in 
Kampala. This program trains 
clinical officers for work in the 
impoverished country of South 
Sudan. The Institute was founded 
and managed by Drs. Anil and 
Shalini Cherian. The Cherians are 
long time EHA workers who have 
been seconded for this project. 
Please pray for the Drs. Cherian 
and the Institute as they are fac‐
ing major financial shortfall.  

EHA Doctors Receive Prestigious Award 

Adapted and edited from “CMC News on line,    
August 2016.” 

Drs. Philip Finny & Leejia Mathew receiving Award 
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Thank you for 

supporting EHA! 



Pioneered by Canadian physiotherapist, 

Mary Ellen Sellers, CBR continues to pro-

vide care for poor disabled children. The 

distinctive feature of CBR is that children 

who cannot or do not get to the hospital 

are cared for in their homes. Mary Ellen 

now works as a consultant having trained 

Indian leadership to take over.  

〉 Pray for a seamless transition for 

project leadership.  

Situated in the heart of the capital city 

of Delhi, Shalom provides both inpa-

tient and outpatient service for per-

sons with HIV/AIDS. 120 inpatients and 

420 outpatients accessed care in the 

last six months. Medical services are 

supported by home-based care, an Ad-

olescent project and a livelihood pro-

ject. Shalom trains people from the 

churches to care for the sick. Listen to 

Dr. Savita Duomai describe this work 

by going to:                                      

ehacanada.org/shalom-aids-project                          

〉 Pray for Savita and her team  

We will be writing about the remaining projects in the next newsletter.  



 

Attempting to meet the multiple health 

needs in Raxaul town is a daunting task. 

It needs ever new and inventive initia-

tives. Dr. Vandana Kant heads the 

Roshini project. Having earned the right 

to speak into the lives of people, 

Roshini seeks to redress the evil of hu-

man trafficking. They educate young 

women and families in order to prevent 

the horrible practice from taking place.  

〉 Pray that this vile cancer will be 
wiped out.  

〉 Pray for the hapless victims.  

Drs. Vijila and Isaac, who pioneered this 

work in the Rajmahal Hills among the 

primitive Malto tribals, have taken a 

break in order to ensure the education 

of their children. Dr. Benjamin is now 

heading the project. 

〉 Pray for the new leaders        

taking on this huge challenge. 

EHA Canada and a Nursing College in 

Saskatoon have signed an agreement to 

exchange students and faculty. The 

first exchange will take place in Oc-

tober 2016 as eight Saskatchewan 

students will spend six weeks at the 

Herbertpur Nursing School and Hos-

pital.  

〉 Pray for a positive outcome, 

for safety in travel, and for 

good health.  


