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A little baby in a manger, a mother on a donkey, angels with their celestial anthems, simple shepherds
running to the cradle in the dark of night, wise men on camels bearing gifts, a cradle in a barn? What
about gifts, grace, glory, generosity, gratitude, love, peace, joy, celebration. Sure all of these. This season,
my mind was pleasantly occupied by the thought of generosity. For example, there was Mary, knowing
full well the shame of having a baby born out of wedlock, who quietly told God, “Be it unto me according
to your will” and gave us Jesus. And then, Joseph, graciously accepting responsibility for his bride to be
and her son despite the certain ostracism that it entailed. Of course, it all began with a generous God who
willingly parted with His Son and launched a movement that ended on the cross with its unbelievable
brutality and excruciating pain - a pain that reached to high heaven, piercing the very heart of the Father.
The unimaginable generosity of the Son of God who suﬀered the indignities of a birth in the company of
cattle, a covert ﬂight to Egypt, a life lived under the suspicious gaze of his enemies and ﬁnally a savage
death. And all this, so that you and I might enjoy an eternity
of bliss.

“Such
wondrous love,
it passes
human
knowledge”

In this newsletter, read about people and services that emulate the generosity of the Savior. Read the story of Bahadur,
who was helped by one of the ﬁrst Indian Palliative Care
Services pioneered by Ann Thyle and assisted by Ed Dubland (from Burnaby, BC). Read about Drs. Vijay Anand and
Anne, recipients of the Paul Harrison award, serving God
and the poor in the remote town of Makunda. Then read
about the remainder of the EHA Canada Projects.

Drs. Vijay Anand and Anne awarded Paul Harrison Award
The Paul Harrison Award is the highest honor given by Christian Medical College, Vellore to alumni for a
lifetime of selﬂess, steadfast and signiﬁcant service in needy areas, in mission service, or in disadvantaged
and under-recognised circumstances. The award is usually presented on Graduation Day and oﬀers an opportunity for graduates and postgraduates to be inspired by seeing and listening to the recipient and to
seek to emulate them.
I ﬁrst met Vijay Anand in 1993 - a rather intense young doctor who was determined to serve God in a diﬃcult place. He chose the Makunda Christian
Hospital in remote Assam and with his wife, Anne, has worked there for 23
years. The hospital, pioneered by Baptist Mid Missions organization was
handed over to EHA. It has a sprawling campus with buildings dating back
to World War II. The hospital was on its last legs but now is a bustling
medical centre. They serve about 90,000 patients a year, conduct over
4883 deliveries and perform 4,000 major surgical procedures a year. The
centre teaches health professionals, has a K-12 school and assists in
training aspiring doctors in medical missions. Patients come from the state
of Assam and neighboring states. (continued on page 4)
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Vijay and Anne have a
vision to extend their
services into neighboring states. One such
area in Tripura State
was only accessible by
military convoy twice a
week. Patients, including mothers in labor,
who required emergency care had nowhere to

treatment and cardiac
rehabilitation. Six
months later, he returned and continues
to manage the hospital
along with his wife. On
his return, he was told
that he ought to develgo. To meet this need, op a hobby so he could
relax. He bought a
EHA Canada built a
camera and roams the
hospital.
campus in his spare
A few years ago Vijay
time, taking beautiful
Anand suﬀered a heart pictures of the birds
attack. Help came from that grace their propera doctor friend who
ty.
worked in a hospital
four hours away. After See insert for Dr. Vijay
stabilization, he went Anand’s blog entitled
“An Encounter with a
to CMC for further
Myocardial Infarction”.
Sincere thanks for
your support. Merry
Christmas and a
blessed New Year.

Abraham Ninan

Bulbul birds, best known for their beautiful song. Photographed
by Dr. Anand.
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If you would like to donate:
Give Online through CanadaHelps.
Give by Direct Deposit. (Links and forms available on
www.ehacanada.org/give
Give by Mail: Send a cheque to:
EHA Canada | 8-115 Meadows Blvd.; Saskatoon, SK S7V 0E6

Thank you for supporting EHA!

www.eha-health.org
EHA USA

www.ehausa.org

Palliative Care Service
Broadwell Christian Hospital, Fatehpur

Bahadur (45) was from an impoverished
Dalit family near Broadwell Christian
Hospital, Fatehpur. The only wage earner doing manual labour for daily wages,
he supported his wife, 3 daughters, 4year old son and elderly father.
Two years ago he had an ulcer, dry
mouth and change of voice for which he
consulted several doctors. He was forced
to borrow money and sell his only buﬀalo to meet medical costs, only to be
told,“ Go home and live out the rest of
your life”……without any medicines for
his symptoms. Severe pain ﬁlled his days
and nights, robbing him of sleep and
hope until he was bed bound. Referred
to BCH’s Palliative Care service, he was
immediately prescribed painkillers. He
was so relieved he began traveling outside his village to places he wanted to
see. The PC Team visited every week,
prayed and gave a solar rechargeable
voice messenger to hear the Gospel in
Hindi, providing much emotional peace.
Bahadur and his family became very
close to the team. The hospital gave full
charity on all treatment as he was unable
to work. Just over a year later, his condition worsened, his throat swelled and he
had an impending sense of doom. Soon
after, as his wife held him tightly, he
took his last breath and died peacefully
in her arms. It was a
‘good death’ in his
place of choice, his
home, surrounded by
his loved ones and
relatively symptom
free.

We wrote about the other projects in the previous newsletter.

The education of their children is a priority
for the down- trodden Dalit Community.
Neerekshe, through its school, does just
this in the “dust bowl” that best describes
Muranpur village. EHA Canada has just sent
funds to build a hostel for girls.

〉

Pray that these Dalit children will
come to faith and be filled with hope.

MUT provides rest homes, access to
health care and a retreat center for
Indigenous workers. EHA Canada
supports its many initiatives that
include counselling, medical care,
and family wellness.

〉

The neonatal mortality rate in rural North India is
unacceptably high. Simple techniques, easily taught,
can save the lives of many babies. NeST, conceived
and funded by EHA Canada, has completed three
years. Many EHA health care workers have been
trained.

〉

Pray that more and doctors and nurses will
be trained.

Pray for indigenous workers
who face persecution and
many other difficulties.

In keeping with EHA’s philosophy of moving care from the institution to the community, Anugrah continues to expand its
outreach to needy children by providing
more and more learning centers for children with cognitive and other handicaps.

〉

Pray for the children.

IMM, now in its sixth year, trains medical
students and young doctors to serve the
sick and the poor. The Institute conducts
courses, provides counselling and has produced on-line instruction. EHA Canada
helped start this venture, provides funds
and helps with teaching and advice.

〉

Many of us are grateful for the excellent
palliative cares services in Canada. This
form of care is in its infancy stages in India. Aided by Ed Dubland from Vancouver,
EHA Canada has helped nurture one of the
first of its kind in India. Read (overleaf)
how Vijay Bahadur was helped.

〉

Pray that many in their last days
might turn to the Savior.

Pray that the Lord of the harvest will
send out laborers

